CHAPTER IX
TWO FAMOUS BOOKS

On the 15th March 1900, Romesh Dutt sailed once
again for Europe. Addressing a farewell meeting at Bom-
bay, presided over by Sir Pherozeshah. Mehta, on the eve
of his voyage to Europe, he said : "This time tomorrow
I shall be on the sea on my way to Europe, but wherever
I may be your aims and aspirations shall be mine, your
endeavours shall be my endeavours, and we shall work in
a common purpose and a common object, for the happi-
ness and prosperity and good government of the common
motherland."

On the 1st April he reached London and threw him-
self immediately into a whirlpool of activity. His Presi-
dential Address at the annual session o-f the Indian National
Congress had created a great deal of interest in the ruling
circles in England, and on the 3rd April, soon after
Romesh Dutt reached London, there was a debate in the
House of Commons on a motion by Sir William Welder-
burn that "a searching enquiry should be instituted in order
to ascertain the causes which impair the cultivators' power
to resist the attacks of famine and plague, and to suggest
the best preventive measures against future famines". The
then Secretary of State for India, Lord George Hamilton,
defended the Government by questioning the correctness,
of the factual data on which Romesh Dutta had relied, but
conceded that when a person of the eminence of Mr. Dutt
"had made definite statements of fact in order to show
that land assessments in certain parts of India were too
high, he at once paid the most careful attention and gave